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j LATIN AVERICA - 3.3(b)(1)

, -~ ;Chilean President Pinochet;is so incensed over US

; ' co-sponsorship of a UN resolution condemning Chile for human

! 'rights violations that he has asked the Foreign Ministry to

L 'assess the consequences of a Chilean withdrawal from the UN

.and its affiliated international organizations. The fact that

| Cuba wae among the mations that joined the US in co-sponsoring i

| : - |the resolution caused particular comstermation in Santiago. !
\Foreign Miniatry officials believe that it would be a serious l

‘migtake for Chile to withdraw from the UN, however, and they

, . are trying to calm the Prestdent. The govermment, meam:hila,

1 { "has not implemented plans reportedly made earlier this year to

| ”;lifc the state of eiege on December 11. 3.3(b)(1) i

| == .Argentine President Videla Qhas taken steps to ,,
‘eliminate some of the excesses in the government's counter- ¥
_isubversion program. Several officers involved in kidnaping
o ‘and extortion have been transferred, and the chief of the
' P federal police has: issued orders forbidding illegal detentions
' and directing that those arrested be turned over to the courts.
~The orders specify' that in no case are prisoners to "dis-
appear.' 'The effaotivenese of such directives in bringing
about improvements in the Argentine situation remaines ques-
tionable. On Dacember 8, some fifteen persons assoeiated with
the "mothera of tha Plasa de Mayo' were taken into custody by
pereons desoribing themeelves as security officere. The wherecbcuts
1 Y of those arrested remain urknoum. Navy Commander Massera has
: . told Ambassador Castro that the Army 18 probably responsible,
but Ammy Chief of Staff Viola has implied that the Navy ie to
blame. Membere of the mothers' group have been pressing the
government to account for their missing relatives.
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